ATTENTION-GRABBERS...

to hook your reader!
· use dialogue 
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“How many times have I asked you not to do that?”  

· state an interesting fact or statistic

· Every year, hundreds of acres of land are destroyed by wild fires.

· Ninety percent of car accidents are caused not by speeding or drinking. but by drivers using cell phones.
· tell an anecdote (short story) to make a point

· Jake angrily throws the baseball at the backstop.  He glowers as it glances off the board and into right field.
· a powerful or famous quote from a story, song, or person

Ray Bradbury once said, “Life is trying things to see if they work.” 

· define a key term

      Plastic- the solution to many inconveniences, but the cause of many problems.

· present an interesting observation

· People complain that kids are “unruly” and have “no direction” these days. 
· relate your topic to current news

· Three countries closed their borders in response to the swine flu pandemic.

· use a strong, descriptive image
· Gently the waves caressed the slopping white sandy beach.
· present a dominant impression

Black billowing clouds grumbled and heaved between the twin       mountain peaks, creating an ominous lid to the dark foreboding valley below.
· make an unusual statement or pose a striking question

· It isn’t just another day in Smallville, USA.
·  How many times have you heard of lightning striking the same person twice?

· use a rhetorical question

· A woman could never be an effective President…or could she?
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