8th Grade Smiley Face Tricks

[image: image1.wmf]1.  simile:  nonliteral comparison using “like” or “as” (Compares two unlike things.)

example: I needed to go to this concert like a vampire needs blood.
2.  metaphor:  nonliteral comparison stating something is something else

example:  The running back scissored his way down the field.
3.  personification:  giving human qualities to an animal or object

example: The gusting wind grabbed the hat off of the man’s head. 
4.  hyperbole:  an obvious, intentional exaggeration

example:  The aging woman’s face had a million wrinkles.
5.  specific detail for effect: sensory details that help the reader visualize the person, place, thing, or idea being 
described
example: I was quickly immersed into the world of the city.  All over kids were throwing Boomerangs 

back and forth on the emerald green patches of grass and kicking Hacky Sacks on the sun-baked concrete sidewalk.  I had to be careful not to get knocked off my feet by an oncoming in-line skater speeding along in funky neon green spandex.  I couldn’t wait to be a part of this culture!
6.  repetition for effect:  repeating a chosen set of words or phrases to make a point or stress a certain idea

example:  She knows I have three tests tomorrow.  She knows I have practice until 5:30.  She knows I 
was up until midnight studying last night, but still she expects me to baby-sit my little 
brother.

7.  hyphenated modifier: a phrase or sentence strung together to modify a noun
example:  Shooting a look at me, my mother said, “I have a job interview today, and I’m not missing it to take care of my suddenly-acting-their-shoe-size-and-not-their-age sixteen year old children!” 
8.  magic three: a group of three parallel words or phrases with their own modifiers

example:  Sitting on the beach, listening to the waves, digging my feet into the sand, I finally relaxed.
9.  full-circle ending: a phrase or sentence strung together to modify a noun
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example:  
INTRO:  I woke up to my beeping alarm clock, hoping today would be a better day.



CONCL:  As I went to bed that night and set my alarm, I was thankful for the good






fortune that followed me throughout the day and kept me out of trouble.
10.  vivid action verbs: strong, descriptive verbs that show action

example:  The haunted house loomed over the fearful child whose fear of entering was overpowered 
only by the shame of facing his friends.
11.  appositives: a phrase or sentence added to modify a noun


example:  The raccoon, a mangy scavenger, enjoys eating turtle eggs. 
12. adjectives out of order: three adjectives that describe a noun, however leave one adjective in front 

of the noun, and shift two others after the noun

example:  The large bull moose, red-eyed and angry, charged the boy.
13.  fragment for effect: a carefully placed fragment used to make a point
example:  The anxious student stared at her disorganized pile of homework.  Darn!  Lost again. 
13. expanded moment: Instead of “speeding” past a moment, writes often emphasize it by “expanding”
 the ACTIONS to make a point about the character or plot. 
example:  Adrenaline pumping through my blood, I broke through Dorothy and Kathy, who were 

holding me back.  I could hear laughter echoing off the tunnel walls.  I broke into a sprint covering the five feet to the entrance in one bound.  I could hear Alex’s screams behind me, but I couldn’t hear a single sound that was going on around me.  I saw the group react to me breaking away.  Didn’t matter.  Nothing mattered except why Kylee’s laughter had gone silent.  I got ten feet into the damp tunnel before being totally surrounded in darkness.  Footsteps sound from all sides, but I couldn’t tell if they were mine or hers…or just mine.
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